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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BEIRUT 0343 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR LE US OEXC (JUMBLATT, WALID) 

SUBJ: IV GRANT FOR WALID JUMBLATT 

REF: 77 STATE 281407 

1 . DURING CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR ON JANUARY 17, WALID 
JUMBLATT SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED HIS TRIP TO THE U.S., WITH CLOVIS 
MAKSUD, WHO IS A VISITING PROFESSOR AT GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 
AND WAS VERY MUCH LOOKING FORWARD TO HIS VISIT. HE SAID THAT 
HE WOULD LIKE TO GO SOON AETER MARCH 16, WHICH IS THE EIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS FATHER'S DEATH. UNTIL THEN, HE WILL BE 
BUSY WITH PREPARATIONS TO COMMEMORATE THIS OCCASION. 

2. WALID HAD NO SPECIFIC IDEAS EOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED ON 
HIS PROGRAM AND CONCURRED IN PRINCIPLE WITH SUGGESTIONS 
OUTLINED IN 77 BEIRUT 5831. AMBASSADOR SAID WE WOULD KEEP IN 
TOUCH AND DEVELOP DETAILED PROGRAM IN COURSE OE COMING MONTH. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT FIRST-CLASS TRAVEL AND 
TOP PER DIEM OF $55 BE AUTHORIZED. WE SUGGEST THAT PROGRAM 
FOR THREE WEEKS BE PLANNED AND AGREE THAT ESCORT OFEICER IS 
GOOD IDEA. WE WILL KEEP IN TOUCH WITH WALID AND HOPE TO 
FORWARD MORE DETAILED SUGGESTIONS FROM HIM IN 
APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS. IN THE MEANTIME, WE WOULD 
WELCOME DEPARTMENT'S SUGGESTIONS. 
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